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Travellers can't join us' 

By JOHN AUSTIN ri D . . . , W 

u Kesidents group of “timuur. n 


By JOHN AUSTIN 

TRAVELLERS have been told 
they are not welcome at a vil- 
lage residents 1 association 
People living at the unautho 
nsed Dale Kami site, in Crays 
HtU. approached Ramsden 
Crays Residents' Association 
about joining in July 
. TJ'py said It was an attempt to 
build bridges between trav- 
ellers and villagers who have 
been at odds since the site was 
illegally expanded in 2002 
However, five months later, in 
letter to camp spokesman 


U Residents’ group 
says timing is bad 
□ Dale Farm calls move 
racial discrimination 

Richard Sheridan, the associa- 
tion has said applications from 
the community will not cur 
rently be processed. 

The letter explained the asso- 
ciation's committee did not 
believe travellers joining, while 
the legal case over the site con 
tinues. would lead to better 
community cohesion. 

It said the decision was not a 
matter of "principle", but one 


of "tuning". It went on to say 
the committee did not feel it 
appropriate for travellers to 
join during the dispute when 
their views about green belt 
development were so opposed to 
those of villagers 

Mr Sheridan has forwarded a 
copy or the letter to Clive 
Mardner. director of Essex 
Racial Equality Council. 

Mr Mardner said: “I will be 
raising it with the Equalities 
and Human Rights comittee as I 
believe the decision to be tile- 
gal. 

"It is wrong to exclude one 
section of the community from 
Joining simply because they are 


festive fun at share playground 



I Bringing gifts - bikers came from across the UK to support the 


AN ADVENTURE 
playground for children 
with disabilities has been 
redeveloped and renamed 
thanks to support from the 
community. 

To celebrate a £15.000 
makeover, the Fryerns 
Adventure Playground for 
children with special needs 
has been renamed the Safe 
Haven and Respite 
Environment, to be known 
as Share 

Youngsters and their 
families who use the 


playground, based at the 
Fryth in Whitmore Way. 
Basildon, marked the 
reopening of the facility 
with a festive fun afternoon. 
Brian Roskams, chairman 
of Share, said. “The 
children had a wonderful 
time. It was actually quite 
an emotional afternoon as 
around 140 bikers from 
motorbike clubs across the 
UK also came along to 
support us. 

“They all brought along 
gifts for the children which 


group 


was lovely. We also had 
platters of food donated by 
Greggs the Bakers and 
Sainsbury's." 

The playground, which is 
used by 150 children and 
adults, is based within a 
demountable building at the 
Fryth. 

Before the makeover, it was 
in dire need of new 
electrical wiring and other 
improvements. 

The funding has come from 
grants from several 
organisations. 



■ Party time - the centre is used by 150 children and adults with special needs 


in a legal dispute with Basildon 

C-MinciL 

T do not believe the grounds 
fbr excluding them are valid 
The residents' association 
fifrould be open to everyone in 
the community’’ 

Tina Borer, chairman of the 
association, said the committee 
stood by the position outlined 
in the letter. 

She said: “This is our posi- 
tion 

"It has taken this long to 
respond, because as the 
approach was made to the com 
mlttee we wanted the decision 
to be taken by the whole com- 
mittee 


Lottery funds English 

for Eastern Europeans 

NATIONAL Lottery cash is being spent on 
teaching Eastern Europeans living in 
Thurrock how to speak English 
Thurrock Eastern European Community 
Group will get £ 6.280 from Awards for All 
the small grants scheme 
The group says the project will deliver 
English lessons for members who do not 
speak English as their first language 
Aveley Youth Football Club have also 
received £ 5.000 from the hind to run volun 
teer training in coaching and first aid. 



Ultra 
portable 


8.9" Wireless Netbook 

rp,,£2l5^_ 

• Inset* Atom N?70 proc«s»or 

• I GO memory 120GB ttorage 

• Linux operating syilem 



Order direct 
08705 425 425 or comet.co.uk 




